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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1.   Best of the Best Water Taste Test – SEQ Final Winner!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
North Burnett Regional Council took out the trophy for the best tasting water in the South East Queensland regional final of the Orica Australia Best of the Best Queensland Water Taste Test yesterday.

The competition was judged by four water industry experts at a qldwater regional conference held at the Maroochy Surf Club.  The Maroochydore event, kindly hosted by Unitywater, provided South East Queensland Water Service Providers with valuable, up-to-date water management information from leading water and sewerage experts as well as state and commonwealth government representatives. 

The winning water came from North Burnett’s Eidsvold scheme. “The water comes out the Burnett River through an alluvial bore and has a fairly simple treatment process with only sand filtering and chlorination,” Trevor Harvey from North Burnett Regional Council said.

Utilities that battled it out in the first semi-final included Bundaberg Regional Council, Gympie Regional Council, North Burnett Regional Council, Unitywater, Queensland Urban Utilities, Wide Bay Water and Cherbourg Aboriginal Shire Council with judges describing tastes as earthy, refreshing, slightly salty, rural and more.

The taste test, which forms part of qldwater’s Water Connections Tour, is a light-hearted way to promote the hard work of local authorities in delivering quality water services to Queensland communities.  The six regional finalists will contest the grand final prize to be held at the Water Industry Operators Association conference on the Gold Coast on 7 June 2012.

The competition coincides with six regional conferences that are aimed to link Queensland water service providers with technical and management expertise to help plan and safeguard their community’s future water supply and sewerage infrastructure needs.

Other regional events in 2012 include Charleville on 27 March, Emerald on 12 April, Longreach on 30 April, Bowen on 4 May and Cairns on 24 May.   For more information please visit http://www.qldwater.com.au/Water_Taste_Test 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2.   List of Legislated Reporting and Planning Requirements Affecting the Water Industry

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The list of legislated reporting and planning requirements developed by qldwater has been updated and is now available on our website - http://www.qldwater.com.au/Regulatory_Plans - Members will need to log in first to access this page.

This annotated summary lists regulatory requirements of Queensland Water Service Providers (WSPs) as of March 2012 and dates the plans are due. It is not a comprehensive list and feedback from WSPs is welcomed. 

Please contact hgold@qldwater.com.au with feedback or information requests.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3.   Final Report of Queensland's Flood Inquiry Handed  to Premier Anna Bligh

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Commissioner Justice Catherine Holmes has handed over the Floods Commission of Inquiry's final 700-page report, with the Premier to comment on its findings later in the day. Justice Holmes encouraged people to read each section of the report thoroughly.  

The report says the Crime and Misconduct Commission should investigate the conduct of three engineers who operated Wivenhoe dam during last year's floods and should look at whether the three engineers misled the flood inquiry in oral and written testimony. The three engineers, in evidence to the inquiry, denied allegations they had colluded to cover up mistakes about the way the dam was operated.

The engineers have also been found to have breached the dam manual, which lawyers say could provide an avenue for a billion-dollar class action against the government as the operator of the dam. "The commission has found non-compliance of the manual, under which the dam was to be operated," Commissioner Holmes said in the report. "What should not be overlooked is that the manual itself was ambiguous, unclear and difficult to use, and was not based on the best, most current research and information."

The full report is available here - http://www.floodcommission.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/11698/QFCI-Final-Report-March-2012.pdf 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
5. Gillard Government Extends National Water Commission 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Parliamentary Secretary for Sustainability and Urban Water, Senator Don Farrell announced this week that the Government proposes to continue the National Water Commission to oversee the Council of Australian Governments (COAG) national water reform agenda.

"When the National Water Commission was established under the former Liberal/National Government, it was for a fixed time frame only," Senator Farrell said.

"But the Gillard Government recognises the importance of the ongoing role of the Commission in overseeing the COAG water reform agenda and that’s why we believe it should continue. The Government supports the National Water Initiative and Murray Darling Basin reforms and sees the National Water Commission as the best means of providing independent assurance on the progress of all governments."

Chair of the National Water Commission (NWC) Ms Chloe Munro has welcomed the decision by the Australian Government that the Commission will continue to operate as an independent and expert national agency to oversee water reform. 

See Senator Farrell's release for more information.
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